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ACTION ALERT:  LEGISLATION AND RULE CHANGES
THAT MONTANANS FOR WILDLIFE AND WILDERNESS OPPOSE
AND ONE WE SUPPORT www.mt4ww.org 
Please contact members of Congress (info given at end)

Oppose Montana Sportsmen Conservation Act - S.3527
Removes Wilderness protections from the Middle Fork Judith (81,000 acres), Hoodoo Mountain (11,380 acres), and Wales Creek (11,580 acres) Wilderness Study Areas 156 sq. miles).  These WSAs currently have wilderness restrictions on motorized access, logging, and management.  
· Wilderness areas are vital to ecological and human health.
· They protect watersheds and clean drinking water, filter and clean the air, provide valuable habitat for elk, mule deer, and other species.
· People depend on wilderness for recreation such as nature walking, wildlife watching, hiking, hunting, fishing, canoeing, camping, and horseback riding.
· Under the bill these WSAs would be open to roading, logging, and mining.  
See: https://montanafreepress.org/2026/02/12/daines-gains-federal-support-to-strip-wilderness-potential-from-montana-sites/ 

Oppose Fix Our Forests Act - S.1462, HR. 471
The Fix Our Forests Bill, co-sponsored by Senator Tim Sheehy (MT), removes many current regulations limiting logging on grounds that the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management need greater latitude to remove fuels and reduce wildfires.  It’s based on the false assertion that most of our forests are fundamentally unhealthy and  need repair, i.e., more logging. The Sierra Club provides a useful analysis and reasons to oppose the bill.  Here are key points when contacting Montana’s congressional delegation:
· This forest giveaway, hands public resources to industry.  Effective proactive fire management involves prescribed burning, adopting Indigenous burning practices, and community fire preparation, not large-scale logging and fuel treatments that cannot be sustained. Recent deadly fires have occurred at the wildland-urban interface, not in backcountry forests.
· The bill substantially limits public input and legal challenges on local projects.  It reduces public review of projects to within 150 days following announcement of a decision. Designated areas <10,000 acres would be exempt from the National Environmental Policy Act. Logging and thinning up to 400 sq. miles in “fire-shed management areas” would not require current levels of environmental review (e.g., required by the Endangered Species Act and National Historic Preservation Act).  
· The proposed actions will worsen wildfire risk in many places. Most fires are started by human ignitions in the wildland-urban interface, not in the backcountry.  More road building and human activity in roadless areas will heighten the probability of ignition and fire spread in regions far from development. It may make wildfires worse by reducing forest canopy and lowering humidity and soil moisture, especially in many western forests.
· The bill overlooks the impact of climate change in recent wildfires. Climate change, not fire suppression or other management efforts, is the primary driver of increased wildfire activity. Scientific studies show that drier conditions and longer fire seasons in the western U.S. are responsible for doubling the cumulative area burned in the last 30 years. Recent climate-driven fire events have burned across all fuel types and pre-fire treatments. Proposed increases in logging will likely do little to reduce wildfire size, severity, or frequency.
· Most of our forests don’t need fixing. Natural fire regimes vary considerable with forest type, and no single management strategy is appropriate for all. Some dry, low-elevations forest-s in Montana might benefit from fuel treatments, but the more-abundant middle and high-elevations forests naturally experience infrequent severe fires and have been less impacted by fire management. Logging naturally closed, wet forests leads to more wind damage and snowpack loss, destroys critical wildlife habitat, and opens forests to invasive plants and spread of weeds.
· This bill is part of a concerted effort by the current Federal administration to give industry—not the public—more control over public lands.  It comes on the heels of the Roadless Rule rescission, Daines’s Montana Sportsmen Conservation Act, and Trump’s Executive Orders to expand logging and oil and gas drilling on public lands.  Our forests are part of a common public good.

On the above bills see https://yellowstonian.org/if-a-lilac-blooms-in-winter-what-does-it-mean-for-northern-rockies-in-july/

Oppose Rescinding the Roadless Rule
On June 23, 2025, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced plans to rescind the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, which had recognized the unique values of 59 million acres of U.S. less developed national forests.
· Roadless areas play a vital role in ensuring clean drinking water, supporting wildlife and providing opportunities for outdoor recreation.
· Within the GYE, Roadless areas tend to lie at lower elevations than designated wilderness and often provide higher quality wildlife habitat.  They also radiate out from the core of protected lands and afford superior wildlife connectivity between GYE and other wildlands.
· Removing roadless protections would open lands to industrial logging, road building, mining and likely increase fire frequency due to additional human ignitions.
See: https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/letter-to-the-editor-rescinding-roadless-rule-puts-custer-gallatin-wildlands-at-greater-risk/article_82b68016-2d8c-4c01-a9c0-c1dcdd3b2b5e.html 


Support the Community Protection and Wildfire Resilience Act, S. 3609
Sponsored by Senators Sheehy (MT) and Padilla (CA), it would establish grants for hardening homes and other structures, public education programs, and evacuations plans.  Home and structure hardening is the best, most cost-effective way to protect human life and property from wildfires.  See https://bozemandailychronicle-mt.newsmemory.com/?publink=2bc66d95a_1351fa7


ACTION ALERT

Please let the Montana Congressional Delegation know your views on these issues.

U.S. Senator Steve Daines - Washington D.C. office: 202-224-2651
https://www.daines.senate.gov/services/email-steve/
U.S. Senator Tim Sheehy - Washington D.C. office: 202-224-2644
https://www.sheehy.senate.gov/contact/
Rep. Troy Downing: (202) 225-3211
https://downing.house.gov/contact 
Rep. Ryan Zinke: (202) 225-5628
https://zinke.house.gov/contact/offices 

